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for the blockade was wearing her down, and long before the year
was out America would have a substantial and ever-growing
army in France. However, Russia had made peace, and all the
German armies from the eastern front were being transferred to
the west. For the first time since 1914 Germany had a superiority
of numbers on the western front. Unless she could win decisive
victory before the Americans arrived she could never win.

Between March 21 and midsummer the Germans made three
tremendous assaults on widely separated sections of the Allied
front, the first two against the British and the third against the
French. All three swept right over the opposing systems of
defence as no Allied offensive in the previous three years had
done, except on its own small scale the tank attack at Cambrai.
The first German attack, when 800,000 Germans were launched
against 300,000 British, was on the southern end of the British
lines from Arras southwards. It might have pierced to Amiens
and secured a complete separation of the British and French
armies. The second attack, on April 9, just south of Ypres, might
have driven through to the coast and pinned the northern section
of our armies against Calais and Boulogne. The third attack,
against the French in Champagne on May 27, brought the
Germans back again to the Marne, and might have cut the
French line in two and led to the fall of Paris. Each of these
three attacks was held after a desperate week, and the Germans
were left with three big 'bulges' to defend, the embarrassing con-
sequence of partial success.

One result of the first of these German attacks had been the
establishment of unity of command over all Allied forces on the
western front. Under the new system Haig and Petain remained
commanders of their own national armies, but Foch was given
supreme control over both.

Meanwhile, after the first attack, the Allied governments had
sent an S O S to America, and from April onwards American
troops began to pour into France at the rate, we were told, of
one American every five seconds, day and night. A little arith-
metic will show that about 2,000,0001 American troops had
arrived by Armistice day, about two-thirds of whom took part
in the fighting.

Allied victory. In July the Germans made a fourth attack, on